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follow God’s will has made her one of the 
most successful women in the Civil Rights 
Movement. She had strong religious convic-
tions and in her book she states, ‘‘I’d like for 
[readers] to know that I had a very spiritual 
background and that I believe in church and 
my faith and that has helped to give me the 
strength and courage to live as I did.’’ 

Rosa Parks did a lot for the black commu-
nity, and she needs to be remembered for her 
courageous actions. If I had my choice on 
what my grandchildren were taught about 
her, I would want them to know that she was 
a God fearing, modest, yet democratic 
woman. I want them to be told her whole 
story, not just about how she didn’t give up 
her bus seat one day because she was too 
tired. Rosa Parks needs to be remembered 
for what she was; honorable. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
HENRY J. HYDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FORTENBERRY). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 4, 2005, 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
ROS-LEHTINEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
am so proud to have this opportunity 
to praise an intellectual giant, a true 
public servant, to honor my friend, my 
colleague, my chairman, HENRY HYDE. 
He has had unparalleled leadership 
skills and that is the way that he 
steers the House International Rela-
tions Committee, of which I am a 
proud member. 

The committee has truly flourished 
under the chairman’s direction in ways 
that it had not previously known. We 
have turned out significant pieces of 
legislation on a range of issues. HENRY 
HYDE’s vision perhaps is best summa-
rized by the words of Sir Winston 
Churchill, who said, ‘‘All great things 
are simple, and many can be expressed 
in single words: Freedom, justice, 
honor, duty, mercy, hope.’’ This senti-
ment captures the essence of HENRY 
HYDE and of his style. 

Serving as a subcommittee chair 
under Chairman HYDE, I have been 
privileged to witness firsthand the in-
sight that has led him to be the skilled 
politician and public servant that he is. 
Pundits have referred to the chairman 
as a statesman; as a Washington icon; 
as a doer; as a wit; as one of the sharp-
est legal minds of Capitol Hill; an out-
spoken and articulate debater; a stand-
ard bearer for conservative principles, 
causes and beliefs; a Gibraltar of con-
viction; and an avatar of grace. 

I would like to add a few of my own, 
Mr. Speaker. From what I have seen, 
HENRY’s character and in turn his lead-
ership is shaped by his multiple roles. 
He is a man of faith, a Patriot, a hu-
manitarian, a friend and a mentor. 

I remember in my freshman term 
meeting HENRY HYDE for the first time. 
Having followed HENRY’s efforts on be-
half of freedom fighters who have val-
iantly fought communism in our hemi-
sphere, to me, HENRY HYDE was larger 
than life. As Congressman STEVE 
CHABOT said earlier, if Hollywood were 

to cast a statesman, they couldn’t find 
anyone better than the impressive and 
dashing HENRY HYDE. 

I quickly learned that that imposing 
stature that he was nothing of a bul-
lying nature in HENRY HYDE. On the 
contrary, the chairman, even in his 
most heated debates in our committee, 
when he must keep order at our hear-
ings, he is a consummate gentleman, 
able to restore order with a fleeting, 
withering glance that belies the twin-
kle in his eye. 

How appropriate that HENRY rep-
resents Illinois, as so many speakers 
have said, the land of Lincoln, for both 
the chairman and the American Presi-
dent are notable for their character, 
their eloquence, their determination. 

Chairman HYDE’s political career 
began 40 years ago as a representative 
in the Illinois legislature, where he 
served at as that body’s majority lead-
er from 1971 to 1972. 

In 1974, he was elected to this House, 
the People’s House. Among other 
issues, HENRY became identified with 
the worthy cause of defending the un-
born, championing his Appropriations 
Committee’s amendments that would 
prohibit the use of Federal funds to pay 
for abortions. These were adopted into 
law in 1978, and the Hyde Amendment 
has been a great step forward in legis-
lation that favors the sanctity of 
human life. 

In this vein, HENRY has also been a 
supporter of adopting children and of 
assisting poor women to care for their 
children. He has lent his name to legis-
lative initiatives taking tougher steps 
to hold deadbeat dads accountable for 
unpaid child support. 

HENRY HYDE has come to be known 
as one of the House’s great orators. His 
stirring speeches against term limits 
and against flag burning are particu-
larly memorable. 

In 1994, HENRY HYDE accepted the 
gavel of the powerful House Judiciary 
Committee, where he shepherded 
through the House many important 
pieces of legislation. Among these were 
the landmarks anti-terrorism legisla-
tion of 1995; enforcing in the U.S. the 
international treaty against war 
crimes; the church arson law of 1996; a 
victim restitution act; an act limiting 
death penalty appeals; Megan’s Law, 
requiring released sex offenders to re-
port their addresses; and a law allow-
ing senior citizen housing to be allo-
cated by age. Also, a law banning state 
taxes on pensions of non-residents; the 
Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995, the 
authorization of $10 billion for prison 
expansion; protection of intellectual 
property rights in digital recording and 
biotech patents; the ban on partial- 
birth abortion; product liability; tort 
reform and so many others. 

Turning to the chairman’s leadership 
style, one of the most salient charac-
teristics is his reputation for fairness. 
Indeed, the Washington Post noted in a 
1998 article that HENRY HYDE ‘‘has 
managed to maintain a reputation for 
even-handedness, for patience and re-

straint, a remarkable feat for someone 
known both for his savagely held be-
liefs and for his keen sense of which 
way the wind blows.’’ 

Indeed, the ranking member of the 
International Relations Committee, 
my good friend TOM LANTOS of Cali-
fornia, cogently addressed our chair-
man’s embodiment of frankness and 
fairness when TOM said, ‘‘although our 
opinions on issues have differed from 
time to time, HENRY has always been 
very straightforward with me when he 
knows we might disagree. And once we 
have made our opinions known and 
once the voting is done, it has never 
had an adverse effect on our relation-
ship.’’ 

Indeed, one thing we can all agree 
upon is that Chairman HYDE’s leader-
ship reflects the values that he places 
on fairness and his focus on getting the 
job done rather than on mere poli-
ticking. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my good 
friend the gentleman from California, 
Mr. LUNGREN, who would like to add 
some statements about our great chair-
man HENRY HYDE. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlelady for yielding. 

It has been my privilege during my 
lifetime to have three heroes living at 
the time that I was able to benefit 
from their example. They are my fa-
ther, President Ronald Reagan and 
HENRY HYDE. 

As the gentlelady knows, I served in 
the Congress for 10 years from 1979 to 
1989, where I had the privilege of serv-
ing on the Judiciary Committee with 
HENRY HYDE all those 10 years. I served 
on the subcommittee dealing with civil 
rights with him, and if it had not been 
for HENRY HYDE we would not have had 
the extension of the Voting Rights Act 
of the early 1980s. 

We had hearings all around the coun-
try. It may sound strange today, but at 
that time there was a question of 
whether or not that would be extended. 
It was HENRY HYDE who going around 
the country on field hearings who fi-
nally made a statement that he had 
seen the parade of horribles. He had 
seen that there was still a need to have 
this extraordinary law extended. Had it 
not been for HENRY HYDE, the Voting 
Rights Act would not have been ex-
tended. He has never gotten the credit 
for that. 

HENRY HYDE is a gentle man; a large 
man, but a gentle man; someone who 
can argue on the floor of the House vo-
ciferously, but when it is over, he goes 
over and punches you in the arm and 
tells you a joke; a man who has all the 
dignity you would look for in a states-
man; a man who has the intellect 
which we can all admire; a man who, 
when former Governor Cuomo made a 
well covered speech at the University 
of Notre Dame talking about the re-
sponsibility of a Catholic man or a 
Catholic woman in politics, HENRY 
HYDE had a slightly different take. So 
he then, a month later, spoke on the 
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campus of the University of Notre 
Dame and gave his version. 

It was one of the most compelling 
speeches I have ever heard, telling that 
someone can be a man of faith and a 
man of the House, a man or woman of 
faith or a man or woman of the House. 

He was so eloquent in the way he ar-
gued. There was in this House a still-
ness that came upon this floor when 
HENRY HYDE would get up to speak. 
Democrat and Republican and inde-
pendent alike would stand at attention 
or sit at attention when HENRY HYDE 
came and spoke. It was a capstone of 
the argument to see HENRY HYDE 
present himself. 

I am pleased that at one time I was 
able to have HENRY HYDE in my home 
community to speak to people on the 
very, very important issue of life. He 
always did it with a forthrightness, 
with a concern for the sensitivity of 
the subject, but always, always so 
grounded in the principles. 

One time I asked HENRY about 
whether he ever got tired of dealing 
with the life issue. He said, ‘‘You know, 
sometimes I do. You get all this criti-
cism, you get all of this attention that 
you don’t want.’’ And he said then, 
‘‘But as you get older, you think of 
that day in the future where, if hope-
fully you get to heaven, all those un-
born children are there to greet you to 
say thank you for what you have 
done.’’ 

That is HENRY HYDE. It is from the 
heart. It is from the head, because he 
has got a great intellect, but it is from 
the heart, because he truly believes it. 

If there is one person that I admire 
most in this House, if there is one per-
son who is the embodiment of all that 
is good in this House, if there is one 
person that compelled me to return to 
the Congress, it is HENRY HYDE; a 
friend, a statesman, a leader, a man of 
courage, someone who has fought his 
whole life for what is good and right 
about America, and someone I am 
happy to call a friend; but, more than 
that, someone I am happy to call a 
leader in this House, who has stood for 
everything great about this country. 

This is a man who has dedicated him-
self to this country; a man who dedi-
cated himself to his family; a man who 
dedicated himself to the principles that 
we all espouse. But he lived those prin-
ciples as much as anybody I have ever 
met. I thank the gentlelady for yield-
ing. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman. Those are prin-
ciples that he lives and stands on every 
day of his life. 

One has to admire the chairman’s 
measured judgment on foreign policy 
terrain as well, as when he noted with 
respect to the fall of Soviet com-
munism, he said, ‘‘There has been a 
palpable feeling that the Cold War is 
over, and there are no serious threats 
with the Russian bear comatose. But as 
I like to say, the forest is full of dan-
gerous snakes. There is a very impor-
tant need for the United States to rec-

ognize that no one will rescue us. We 
have to be self-sufficient to really sur-
vive.’’ 

Truly, HENRY’s vision of the impor-
tance of this self-sufficiency is em-
blematic of his approach to foreign pol-
icy. 

The chairman’s wisdom encourages 
us to be vigilant, as when he expressed 
that with regard to China, ‘‘The United 
States should be mindful that China 
was one of the world’s most powerful 
nations for several thousands of years, 
and its relative weakness over the last 
two centuries is an historic anomaly 
that is coming to an end.’’ 

The chairman too has no illusions 
about U.S. Latin America policy. 
HENRY backs a strong American initia-
tive to extend free trade between the 
United States and democratic nations 
in the hemisphere as a way of gener-
ating economic growth and creating 
jobs. 

b 2045 

He said, ‘‘A lot of the problems in our 
hemisphere could be addressed if not 
solved by free trade. There is so much 
we have in common. I think a common 
wealth of the Americas would help ev-
eryone. But it will take real leadership 
and a bit of luck’’. 

Regarding policy for the region over 
which my subcommittee, the Middle 
East and Central Asia Subcommittee 
has had jurisdiction, Chairman HYDE’s 
no-nonsense convictions, blended with 
his foreign policy expertise and his po-
litical leadership led him to the con-
clusion that on September 11, he said, 
‘‘Our enemies have no aim except de-
struction. Nothing to offer but a forced 
march to a bleak and dismal path. 
Theirs is a world without light’’. 

And he said, ‘‘We are now in a war, a 
war that is directed at America and the 
civilized world. It is that simple,’’ he 
said. ‘‘We have to lead the world to op-
pose terrorism as a weapon against civ-
ilization, so this is a war for civiliza-
tion. No country should harbor terror-
ists and we have tolerated countries 
that have tolerated terrorists. This 
must change’’. 

He continued by saying, ‘‘The mas-
sive, obscene destruction of human life 
we saw in New York and Washington 
should show us all that terrorism can-
not be tolerated. It has to be wiped off 
the map’’. 

And it is not just our committee, or 
not just even our Nation that benefits 
from the leadership of HENRY HYDE, 
but the world is the greater for the ex-
istence and the leadership of someone 
of the caliber, of the passion, of the 
conviction of HENRY HYDE. 

The chairman’s dedication to divert-
ing the United Nations from its course 
of scandal, of corruption, of secrecy, 
and instead toward accountability, to-
ward transparency and effectiveness, 
culminated in the passage by this 
House last summer of the Henry Hyde 
United Nations Reform Act of 2005. 

This reform measure with teeth 
urged that the U.S. should impose its 

leverage to motivate the U.N. which 
has to this point been reluctant to con-
sider substantive reform on its own 
through withholding of U.S. assess 
dues. 

HENRY HYDE’s AIDS funding legisla-
tion has also been a landmark piece of 
legislation. This measure authorizes 
$1.3 billion annually to fight this hor-
rible disease, which HENRY HYDE has 
said, ‘‘It is not just the deepest, dark-
est Africa we are dealing with, it is 
Brazil, it is the Caribbean, it is Russia, 
it is here in the United States, it is ev-
eryone in the world. As this pandemic 
spreads, we must do what we can do’’. 

This body is truly fortunate to have 
had in its midst an individual who 
leads through knowledge gained. He 
has gained it in institutions of higher 
learning such as Loyola, Duke and 
Georgetown. He has gained it on the 
playing field, as when Chairman HYDE 
played basketball for the Hoyas, or in 
combat theatres with the U.S. Navy 
stationed in the Philippines, in the 
South Pacific, in New Guinea; or 
through the wise use of his gavel as 
majority leader, as chair of the Judici-
ary Committee, and now as chair of our 
International Relations Committee. 

On his website, HENRY HYDE puts his 
32 years of service as a U.S. Congress-
man in context by noting that during 
his time in office, we have persevered 
through many conflicts, including the 
Cold War, the Communist takeover in 
Nicaragua and in Grenada, the invasion 
of Kuwait, the removal of Noriega from 
Panama, genocide in Bosnia, bombing 
of the World Trade Center and the Pen-
tagon, invasion of Afghanistan, inva-
sion of Iraq, and the present defense of 
our Nation against Islamic insurgents 
and terrorists. 

That is a lot of conflicts, and for that 
matter, 32 years means almost infinite 
constituent letters, town hall meet-
ings, legislative victories, press inter-
views, but most of all, in the course of 
these 32 years, HENRY HYDE has shared 
his passion, and his blood, sweat and 
tears with the American people. 

I want to express any sincere grati-
tude to HENRY HYDE not just for being 
a great legislator, a leader in wit, but 
also for being an inspiration to us all. 
You have touched our lives in ways 
that we could never truly express. And 
we are all the better for having had the 
privilege of serving alongside you. 

Mr. Speaker, with that I would like 
to yield to my good friend on the Inter-
national Relations Committee, Mr. 
FORTENBERRY. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to thank the distinguished 
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) who chairs the International 
Relations Subcommittee for Middle 
East and Central Asia Affairs on which 
I serve, for organizing this time to 
honor an extraordinary legislator, an 
extraordinary statesman, Mr. HENRY 
HYDE. 

It is a rare privilege in the course of 
a lifetime to know someone who pos-
sesses equal portions of wisdom, intel-
lectual brilliance, robust humor, and 
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great humility. I consider it a tremen-
dous honor to serve on the House Inter-
national Relations Committee under 
the Chairmanship of such a man, Rep-
resentative HENRY HYDE. 

Since 1975, the people of Illinois’ 
Sixth District have enriched the 
United States by their wise choice for 
a Member of Congress. 

During his long and distinguished 
tenure in the House, Chairman HYDE 
has provided decisive leadership at piv-
otal moments in the recent history of 
U.S. foreign policy and on many issues 
of principle which determined the char-
acter of our great Nation. 

In particular, I would like to honor 
his commitment to protect the lives of 
vulnerable persons, particularly the 
unborn in the United States and 
throughout the world. 

Also I would like to thank Mr. HYDE 
for his sage counsel nurtured through 
years of experience and tempered by 
some of the most grueling episodes of 
the 20th century. As a member of the 
Greatest Generation, he served his 
country in the United States Navy dur-
ing World War II, and knows firsthand 
the sacrifice that it took to prevail in 
that struggle against the enemies of 
freedom and human dignity. 

While we face different challenges 
today, they require no less vision, com-
mitment, and perseverance. As a care-
ful student of history, Chairman HYDE 
cautioned us in a recent speech that he 
entitled, the Perils of the Golden The-
ory. He reminds us of the need to tread 
carefully as we seek to promote our 
ideas in a world where the values we 
cherish may often be considered alien 
and are subject to frequent unrelenting 
assaults. 

As we look to the remainder of this 
session and consider the opportunities 
and challenges before us, I am grateful 
that we will continue to benefit from 
the leadership of Chairman HYDE. 

Just this week, Mr. Speaker, I asked 
the chairman if he would do me a favor 
and meet with a group of college stu-
dents interested in international diplo-
macy. Despite the rigors of his cal-
endar, he enthusiastically agreed, and 
this small act of generosity alone 
speaks volumes about the nature and 
character of our chairman. 

His ability to command the respect 
of both Democrats and Republicans re-
mains an invaluable asset to this Con-
gress. I am confident that his legacy 
will continue to inform and inspire 
many generations of Members to come. 

I thank the gentlewoman for yielding 
to me. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my good friend for giving his in-
sight. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a pleasure 
for Republican and Democrat Members 
alike to have served and to continue to 
serve under the tutelage of HENRY 
HYDE. He has tackled all of the big 
issues. Tomorrow, as a matter of fact, 
in our International Relations Com-
mittee, we will be debating Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, he is not afraid to tack-
le those big, controversial issues. And 

that has been part of his character. He 
has taken on the issues. He has done it 
in a very fair, impartial way. And that 
is why in the coming months, because 
we still have HENRY HYDE around for a 
long, long time, you will be seeing my 
good friend, Mr. LANTOS, on the other 
side leading a series of special orders 
honoring a great statesman, the great 
leader, our chairman, HENRY HYDE. 

f 

HONORING HENRY HYDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, tonight, we are coming down here 
to honor one of the greatest orators 
that has ever been a Member of the 
House of Representatives. HENRY HYDE, 
I have known for about 24 years, and I 
do not think there is a finer Member of 
Congress that has ever served in this 
body. 

He, along with another great orator 
named Claude Pepper on the Democrat 
side, made great speeches, speeches 
that are in the history books and in the 
record here in Congress, but speeches 
that I wish everybody in America could 
have heard. 

HENRY has been a great defender of 
human rights, of the right to life. He is 
one of the leaders on the right-to-life 
issue in the Congress, and he has been 
fighting for human rights and human 
life for a long, long time, and he has no 
peer in that area. 

He has also been the chairman of the 
International Relations Committee and 
he serves in that position today. He is 
retiring at the end of this term, and I 
can tell you right now, everybody that 
knows HENRY is going to miss him, 
miss him not only because he was a 
great chairman or is a great chairman, 
but because he has been a great inspi-
ration to us and a great leader in this 
body. 

I have a lot of things I want to put in 
the RECORD tonight. I will not go into 
all those things because I am sure my 
colleagues will mention a lot of them, 
but HENRY has honorary degrees from a 
whole slew of institutions, universities 
and colleges around this country. He 
has been honored in so many ways be-
cause of his leadership, and he is a man 
that everybody in America could look 
up to if they knew him as well as we 
do. 

So, tonight, I would just like to say, 
HENRY, if you are home watching this, 
and there is probably better things on 
TV than watching me talk, let me just 
say that we love you, buddy. We are 
going to miss you, and we think you 
are one of the greatest Americans that 
ever served in this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I have known HENRY HYDE for 
many years and I admire him immensely. 
HENRY’s voice has been a voice of reason 
over years often marked by turbulence and 
discord. He has always offered a hopeful view 
of international affairs. His reassuring calm wit, 
and his profound analytical skills and intellect 

have contributed to all of our understanding of 
the many dimensions of foreign affairs—and 
America’s role in the global community. 

Today, I want to talk about the legacy that 
he has created and that we will carry forward 
as colleagues in the realm of foreign affairs, 
and in many ways, as students of his steward-
ship of congressional oversight of the conduct 
of U.S. foreign policy. HENRY was sworn into 
the House of Representatives in 1975, and 
when he took over the chairmanship of this 
committee he wasted no time to make his 
mark: 

Chairman HYDE was instrumental in leading 
the charge to establish the Millennium Chal-
lenge Account to provide increased support for 
developing countries that are tackling corrup-
tion and instituting democratic reform and the 
rule of law. HENRY always paid attention to the 
fine details in any discussion about the impact 
and effectiveness of United States foreign as-
sistance; about public diplomacy, about dis-
pute resolution and conflict situations. 

Chairman HYDE’s oversight of the Oil-for- 
Food Investigation has been steady and deter-
mined. The United Nations Reform Act of 
2005 establishes a timetable for 46 specific re-
forms using U.S. dues payments as leverage 
for change. 

HENRY has made massive contributions to 
the fight against HIV/AIDS, helping push for-
ward commitments to invest $15 billion over 
next 5 years to reduce infections from HIV/ 
AIDS worldwide and provide lifesaving care 
and drugs to millions already infected. 

Microenterprise owners in some of the poor-
est countries around the world are benefiting 
from important legislation that HENRY has ad-
vocated to make more efficient the U.S. for-
eign assistance programs that target loans 
and grant assistance for small enterprises. 

HENRY’s views on the Global War on Ter-
rorism have been instructive and reassuring. 
He has steadfastly advocated key post-Sep-
tember 11th measures to improve how intel-
ligence is gathered and managed, to tighten 
identification infrastructure, root out terrorists 
from so-called safe sanctuaries; and HENRY 
has advocated much more proactive public di-
plomacy programs in the Muslim world. These 
are just a few of his contributions. 

HENRY has also been a human rights de-
fender, strong voice for freedom to every 
comer of the planet, from Burma and North 
Korea, to Haiti, Cuba, Iraq, Iran and Darfur. 
We have worked together on many key 
issues, and a recurring theme is the nexus be-
tween terrorism and drug trafficking in places 
like the Andean Region in South America, and 
the social degradation and violence that cap-
tures communities in vicious cycles. Together 
we have looked for innovative ways to break 
these cycles. I have enjoyed working with 
HENRY immensely. 

Most recently I have listened carefully to 
HENRY’s public statements about rising powers 
like China and India, their management of the 
challenges of globalization, and how we can 
engage these rising powers in the areas of 
non-proliferation, economic security, and 
democratic institution building. 

HENRY has been a tireless warrior and an 
inspiration to us all. As we pay tribute to our 
friend today, I want to add my voice and say 
Thank you HENRY. 

OTHER BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
EDUCATION 

Graduated 1942, St. George High School, 
Evanston, Illinois 
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